Congress of the United States
Washington, DL 20515

May 22, 2025
The Honorable Robert Aderholt The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chair Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies Services, Education, and Related Agencies
House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
H-310, The Capitol 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member DeLauro,

As the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education
and Related Agencies develops its Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 appropriations bill, we write to ask for
your support in funding the Department of Labor (DOL)’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs
(ILAB). We request no less than the Fiscal Year 2025 enacted level for ILAB to ensure that it
can continue to carry out its congressionally mandated mission. We also urge you to encourage
ILAB to continue allocating balanced funding for programs that address labor rights and
promote freedom of association, as well as exploitative child labor and forced labor
internationally.

As you know, ILAB’s mission is to promote a fair global playing field for workers in the United
States and around the world by enforcing trade commitments, strengthening labor standards, and
combating international child labor, forced labor, and human trafficking. ILAB works to ensure
that fully enforceable labor standards are at the core of our trade agreements and programs, and
that trade partners’ laws and practices align with those commitments. The need to continue
increasing these capacities across international supply chains and in workplaces around the world
remains evident.

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) in 2014 found that limited resources have
prevented DOL from more proactively monitoring trade partner compliance under 14 U.S. free
trade agreements with 20 countries and monitoring of trade preference programs with about 120
countries (GAO 15-160). As a result, GAO found that DOL “systematically monitor[s] and
enforce[s] compliance with FTA labor provisions for only a few priority countries.” Moreover,
GAO also found that ILAB lacks sufficient capacity to carry out the timely investigation of
formal submissions regarding violations of trade agreements. The requested funding aims to
continue to remedy the weaknesses identified by GAO and to address the historical imbalance in
the allocation of ILAB programming activity.



We also want to stress our support for ILAB’s work enforcing the USMCA. Through the novel
Rapid Response Labor Mechanism (RRM), ILAB has taken labor enforcement actions and
worked to ensure compliance of our USMCA partners, especially Mexico, with the
commitments of the agreement. Further, ILAB’s labor attaché program is crucial in monitoring
working conditions on the ground and ensuring trading partners uphold internationally
recognized labor rights and comply with labor-related trade obligations. We hope ILAB will
continue to spend at least $30 million annually of USMCA appropriated funds on worker
organizing and union capacity building in Mexico.

USMCA'’s implementing legislation included $180 million for ILAB over four years to support
unprecedented reform of the labor justice system in Mexico, worker-focused capacity building,
and other implementation efforts in addition to $30 million over eight years for ILAB to monitor
compliance with USMCA labor obligations. Given this four-year annual appropriation expired in
December 2023 and the increased workload for ILAB expected with the upcoming 2026
USMCA review, we stress the importance of robust funding for ILAB.

We also reject attempts to cut ILAB’s program funding and reaffirm the critical role that ILAB
plays in ensuring our trade relationships strengthen and uphold worker rights around the world.
Gutting ILAB does not put America first. It undermines American workers, distorts markets in
favor of unscrupulous businesses and regimes, strips our trade and customs officials of critical
enforcement tools, and accelerates a global race to the bottom on workers’ rights. ILAB is one
of the only U.S. government entities with the infrastructure, expertise, and on-the-ground
partnerships necessary to effectively counter forced labor

ILAB must continue to fulfill the various aspects of mission —enforcing our trade commitments,
strengthening labor standards, and combating international child labor, forced labor, and human
trafficking. Accordingly, we request inclusion of the following language in the committee report
that will accompany the FY 2026 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies appropriations bill:

Of amounts appropriated to the International Labor Affairs Bureau (ILAB), the Secretary
is directed that the amount allocated in grants to promote labor rights and freedom of
association, and to build the capacity of independent trade unions and countries to
enforce labor rights and to promote a more level playing field for U.S. workers shall be
at least equal to the amount allocated in grant funding for combatting child labor. ILAB
is directed to continue its work on three key reports including DOL’s Findings on the
Worst Forms of Child Labor, the List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor, and the List of Products Produced by Forced or Indentured Child Labor.

ILAB plays a critical role in helping U.S. workers compete in a global economy. No other U.S.
government agency has the expertise and mandate to effectively carry out this mission. We urge
you to provide no less than the FY25 enacted level for ILAB so the Bureau can continue its
mission to improve the working conditions and rights of workers around the world.

Thank you for your consideration.
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